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In a Nov. 9 address, former president and Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) chief
Daniel Ortega called on the administration of President Violeta Chamorro to carry out changes
in economic policy in order to head off a potential social explosion. According to Ortega, who
read an FSLN "message to the nation," such an explosion is rapidly approaching, due to the
dramatic rise in poverty. The statement accused the government of ignoring economic proposals
submitted by the FSLN in July and of "distancing" itself from the notion of domestic consensus by
unilaterally imposing its economic policies. "We demand an immediate response," said Ortega,
"to the [economic] proposals we submitted on July 15, as well as the launching of a serious effort
to discuss the social and economic course of the country." Likewise, the statement criticized
the Chamorro administration for failing to implement programs that could soften the impact
of economic restructuring on the poorest sectors of society. According to the FSLN, far from
improving, the country's economic situation has deteriorated under the current administration.
"If the government continues down this same path," said the FSLN, "it shouldn't be surprised
when its credibility with the population runs out, nor should it be surprised when the population
begins to protest and demand that the government comply with its commitments and obligations."
Ortega reported that in the coming days, the FSLN leadership planned to meet with government
economic authorities to discuss possible changes in economic policy. During that meeting, the FSLN
reportedly plans to present the government with a new document containing proposals similar
to those made in July. Proposals include launching of a jobs creation program, special measures
to aid small- and medium-sized agricultural and industrial enterprises, and a program to halt the
decline in services, such as education and health. The document also reiterates previous demands,
such as worker participation in the privatization of state-owned enterprises and guarantees for
beneficiaries of the Sandinista agrarian reform. In exchange, the FSLN would assume a commitment
to refrain from supporting land and workplace occupations and to promote the adoption of
civic forms of protest by workers. In comments published in the Nov. 10 edition of the daily
newspaper La Prensa, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo rejected the FSLN's accusations
regarding the Chamorro administration's responsibility for the country's economic problems.
"Problems such as unemployment, the housing shortage, the serious economic crisis which
confronts the nation," Lacayo asserted, "are not the product of measures taken by this government,
they are consequences provoked by [the previous Sandinista] government." Lacayo recognized that
economic recovery has not taken place to the degree "that all Nicaraguans would have wished."
Nonetheless, he categorically rejected the FSLN's charges that the economic situation has worsened
during the current administration. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/07/92, 11/09/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE, 11/09/92)
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